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Economics Research – Published or Forthcoming 

Inequality  

1. ‘Intergenerational Income Mobility in Urban China’ (with Cathy Gong and Xin Meng) (2012) 

Review of Income and Wealth (forthcoming) (working paper version: IZA DP 4811) 

2. ‘Effects of Temporary In-Work Benefits for Welfare Recipients: Examination of the Australian 

Working Credit Programme’ (with Roger Wilkins) (2012), Fiscal Studies (forthcoming) 

(working paper version: Melbourne Institute Working Paper 7/09) 

3. ‘Do Rising Top Incomes Lift All Boats?’ (with Dan Andrews and Christopher Jencks) (2011) 

B.E. Journal of Economic Analysis & Policy (Contributions), 11(1): Article 6 (working paper 

version: IZA DP 4920)  

4. ‘Death, Dollars and Degrees: Socio-economic Status and Longevity in Australia’ (with Philip 

Clarke) (2011) Economic Papers, 30(3): 348-355 

5. ‘Inequality in Indonesia: What Can We Learn from Top Incomes?’ (with Pierre van der Eng) 

(2009) Journal of Public Economics, 93(1-2): 209–212 

6. ‘Top Incomes in Indonesia 1920-2004’ (with Pierre van der Eng) in A.B. Atkinson and T. Piketty 

(eds) (2010) Top Incomes: A Global Perspective, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 171-219 

(working paper version: ANU CEPR DP 549)  

7. ‘Top Incomes’ in W. Salverda, B. Nolan, and T. Smeeding (eds) (2009) The Oxford Handbook of 

Economic Inequality, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 150-176 

8. ‘Health and Inequality’ (with Christopher Jencks and Tim Smeeding) in W. Salverda, B. Nolan, 

and T. Smeeding (eds) (2009) The Oxford Handbook of Economic Inequality, Oxford, Oxford 

University Press, 384-405 

9. ‘Top Incomes and National Savings’ (with Alberto Posso) (2009) Review of Income and Wealth, 

55(1): 57-74 
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10. ‘Do Redistributive State Taxes Reduce Inequality?’ (2008) National Tax Journal, 61(1): 81-104  

11. ‘Top Incomes in New Zealand 1921-2005: Understanding the Effects of Marginal Tax Rates, 

Migration Threat, and the Macroeconomy’ (with A.B. Atkinson) (2008) Review of Income and 

Wealth, 54(2): 149-165 

12. ‘More Inequality, Less Social Mobility’ (with Dan Andrews) (2009) Applied Economics Letters, 

16(15): 1489-1492 (working paper version: ANU CEPR DP 566) 

13. ‘Intergenerational Mobility in Australia’ (2007) The B.E. Journal of Economic Analysis & 

Policy, Volume 7, Issue 2 (Contributions), Article 6. 

14. ‘How Closely do Top Income Shares Track Other Measures of Inequality?’ (2007) Economic 

Journal, 117(524): F619–F633 (formerly ‘Using Panel Data on Top Income Shares to Analyze 

the Causes and Effects of Inequality’) 

15. ‘Inequality and Mortality: Long-Run Evidence from a Panel of Countries’ (with Christopher 

Jencks) (2007), Journal of Health Economics, 26(1): 1-24 

16.  ‘The Distribution of Top Incomes in Australia’ (with A.B. Atkinson) (2007) Economic Record, 

83(262): 247-261 (working paper version: ANU CEPR DP 514) 

17. ‘The Distribution of Top Incomes in Australia’ (with A.B. Atkinson) (2007) in A.B. Atkinson 

and T. Piketty (eds), Top Incomes over the Twentieth Century: A Contrast Between Continental 

European and English-Speaking Countries, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 309-332 

18. ‘The Distribution of Top Incomes in New Zealand’ (with A.B. Atkinson) (2007) in A.B. 

Atkinson and T. Piketty (eds), Top Incomes over the Twentieth Century: A Contrast Between 

Continental European and English-Speaking Countries, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 333-

364 (working paper version: ANU CEPR DP 503) 
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(working paper version: ANU CEPR DP 511) 

21. ‘Deriving Long-Run Inequality Series from Tax Data’ (2005) Economic Record, 81(255): S58-

S70 (working paper version: ANU CEPR DP 476)  
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Record, 88(281): 182-194 (working paper version: ANU CEPR DP 528) 

23. ‘Immigrants Assimilate as Communities – Not Just as Individuals’ (with Tim Hatton), (2011) 

Journal of Population Economics, 24(2): 389-419, (working paper version: IZA DP 2538, ANU 

CEPR DP 547) 

24. ‘Do Gun Buybacks Save Lives? Evidence from Panel Data’ (with Christine Neill (2010) 

American Law and Economics Review, 12(2): 462-508 

25. ‘Born on the First of July: An (Un)natural Experiment in Birth Timing’ (with Joshua Gans) 

(2009) Journal of Public Economics, 93(1-2): 246-263 (working paper version: ANU CEPR DP 

529) 

26. ‘Does Child Gender Affect Marital Status? Evidence from Australia’ (2009) Journal of 

Population Economics, 22(2), 351-366 (working paper version: ANU CEPR DP 526) 

27. ‘The Millennium Bub’ (with Joshua Gans) (2009) Applied Economics Letters, 16(14): 1467-1470 

(working paper version: ANU CEPR DP 531) 

28. ‘Materialism on the March: From Conspicuous Leisure to Conspicuous Consumption?’ (with 

Paul Frijters), (2008) Journal of Socio-Economics, 37(5): 1937-1945 (working paper version: 

ANU CEPR DP 495 ) 

29. ‘Do Gun Buybacks Save Lives?  Evidence from Time Series Variation’ (with Christine Neill) 

(2008) Current Issues in Criminal Justice, 20(2): 145-162  
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30. ‘Minding the Shop: The Case of Obstetrics Conferences’ (with Joshua Gans and Elena 

Varganova) (2007), Social Science and Medicine, 65: 1458–1465 (working paper version: ANU 

CEPR DP 551) 

31. ‘Did the Death of Australian Inheritance Taxes Affect Deaths?’ (with Joshua Gans) (2006) The 

B.E. Journal of Economic Analysis & Policy, Volume 6, Issue 1 (Topics), Article 23 (working 

paper version: ANU CEPR DP 530) 

32. ‘Toying With Death and Taxes: Lessons from Down Under’ (with Joshua Gans) (2006) The 

Economists’ Voice, 3(6): Article 9 

 

Labour Economics 

33. ‘Does Racial and Ethnic Discrimination Vary Across Minority Groups? Evidence From a Field 

Experiment’ (with Alison Booth and Elena Varganova) (2012) Oxford Bulletin of Economics and 

Statistics, 74(4): 547–573 (working paper version: IZA DP 4947) 

34. ‘Do Employers Discriminate by Gender? A Field Experiment in Female-Dominated 

Occupations’ (with Alison Booth) (2010) Economics Letters, 107: 236-238 

35. ‘Who Benefits from the Earned Income Tax Credit? Incidence Among Recipients, Coworkers 

and Firms’ (2010) The B.E. Journal of Economic Analysis & Policy, 10(1) (Advances), Article 

45 (working paper version: ANU CEPR DP 494) 

36. ‘Informal Care and Labor Market Participation’ (2010) Labour Economics, 17(1): 140-149 

37. ‘Does Size Matter in Australia?’ (with Michael Kortt) (2010) Economic Record, 86(272): 71-83 

38. ‘Earned Income Tax Credits and Labor Supply: New Evidence from a British Natural 

Experiment’ (2007) National Tax Journal, 60(2): 205-224 (working paper version: ANU CEPR 

DP 488) 

39. ‘Does Raising the Minimum Wage Help the Poor?’ (2007) Economic Record, 83(263): 432-445 

(working paper version: ANU CEPR DP 501) 

40. ‘Minimum Wages and Employment: Reply’ (2004) Australian Economic Review 37(2): 173-179 

41. ‘Employment Effects of Minimum Wages: Evidence from a Quasi-Experiment’ (2003) 

Australian Economic Review 36(4): 361-373  

42. ‘Randomised Policy Trials’ (2003) Agenda: A Journal of Policy Analysis and Reform 10(4): 341-

354 

 

Economics of Education 

43. ‘The Economics and Politics of Teacher Merit Pay’ (2012), CESifo Economic Studies 

(forthcoming) 

44. ‘Teacher Pay and Teacher Aptitude’ (2012) Economics of Education Review, 31(3): 41-53 

45. ‘Which Children Benefit From Non-Parental Care?’ (with Chikako Yamauchi) (2011), 

Economics of Education Review, 30: 1468-1490. 

46. ‘Long-Run Trends in School Productivity: Evidence From Australia?’ (with Chris Ryan) (2011) 

Education Finance and Policy, 6(1): 105–135 

47. ‘Estimating Teacher Effectiveness From Two-Year Changes in Students’ Test Scores’ (2010) 

Economics of Education Review, 29: 480–488 

48. ‘Estimating Cognitive Gaps Between Indigenous and Non-Indigenous Australians’ (with 

Xiaodong Gong) (2009) Education Economics, 17(2): 239-261 

49. ‘Does Maternal Age Affect Children’s Test Scores?’ (with Xiaodong Gong) (2010) Australian 

Economic Review, 43(1): 12-27. 

50. ‘Do Very High Tax Rates Induce Bunching? Implications for the Design of Income-Contingent 

Loan Schemes’ (with Bruce Chapman) (2009) Economic Record, 85(270): 276-289  (working 

paper version: ANU CEPR DP 521)  
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51. ‘Estimating Returns to Education Using Different Natural Experiment Techniques’ (with Chris 

Ryan) (2008)  Economics of Education Review, 27(2): 149-160 (working paper version: ANU 

CEPR DP 493) 

52. ‘How and Why has Teacher Quality Changed in Australia?’ (with Chris Ryan) (2008) Australian 

Economic Review, 41(2): 141–159 (working paper version: ANU CEPR DP 534) 

53. ‘Returns to Education in Australia’ (2008) Economic Papers, 27(3): 233-249 (working paper 

version: ANU CEPR DP 561) 

54. ‘How Much Do Public Schools Really Cost? Estimating the Relationship Between House Prices 

and School Quality’ (with Ian Davidoff) (2008) Economic Record, 84(265): 193-206 (working 

paper version: ANU CEPR DP 558) 

55. ‘Pulled Away or Pushed Out? Explaining the Decline of Teacher Quality in the United States’ 

(with Caroline Hoxby) (2004) American Economic Review 94(2): 236-240 

 

Economics and Politics 

56. ‘How Much Did the 2009 Australian Fiscal Stimulus Boost Demand? Evidence from Household-

Reported Spending Effects’ (2012) B.E. Journal of Macroeconomics, 12(1) (Contributions), 

Article 4. 

57. ‘How Partisan is the Press? Multiple Measures of Media Slant’ (with Joshua Gans) (2012) 

Economic Record, 88(280): 127-147 

58. ‘Can national infrastructure spending reduce local unemployment? Evidence from an Australian 

roads program’ (with Christine Neill) (2011) Economics Letters, 113(2): 150–153 

59. ‘Do Output Contractions Trigger Democratic Change?’ (with Paul Burke) (2010) American 

Economic Journal: Macroeconomics, 2(4): 124–157  

60. ‘Bias at the Ballot Box? Testing Whether Candidates’ Gender Affects Their Vote’ (with Amy 

King) (2010) Social Science Quarterly, 91(2): 324-343 (working paper version: ANU CEPR DP 

625) 

61. ‘Does the World Economy Swing National Elections?’ (2009) Oxford Bulletin of Economics and 

Statistics, 71(2): 163-181 (working paper version: ANU CEPR DP 485) 

62. ‘Beautiful Politicians’ (with Amy King) (2009) Kyklos 62(4): 579-593 (working paper version: 

ANU CEPR DP 616) 

63. ‘Is Voting Skin-Deep? Estimating the Effect of Candidate Ballot Photographs on Election 

Outcomes’ (with Tirta Susilo) (2009) Journal of Economic Psychology, 30(1): 61–70  

64. ‘Are State Elections Affected by the National Economy? Evidence from Australia’ (with Mark 

McLeish) (2009), Economic Record, 85(269): 210-222 

65. ‘Are Ballot Order Effects Heterogeneous?’ (with Amy King) (2009) Social Science Quarterly, 

90(1): 71-87 

66. ‘Bringing Home the Bacon: An Empirical Analysis of the Extent and Effects of Pork-Barrelling 

in Australian Politics’ (2008) Public Choice, 137(1-2): 279-299 

67. ‘Estimating the Impact of Gubernatorial Partisanship on Policy Settings and Economic 

Outcomes: A Regression Discontinuity Approach’ (2008) European Journal of Political 

Economy, 24(1): 256-268 

68. ‘Taxpaying Made Easy’ (2007) Agenda: A Journal of Policy Analysis and Reform, 14(1): 81-86 

69. ‘Competing Approaches to Forecasting Elections: Economic Models, Opinion Polling and 

Prediction Markets’ (with Justin Wolfers) (2006) Economic Record, 82(258): 325-340 (working 

paper version: ANU CEPR DP 502) 

70. ‘How Do Unionists Vote? Estimating the Causal Impact of Union Membership on Voting 

Behaviour from 1966 to 2004’ (2006) Australian Journal of Political Science, 41(4): 537-552 

(working paper version: ANU CEPR DP 516) 
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71. ‘Happiness and the Human Development Index: Australia is Not a Paradox’ (with Justin 

Wolfers) (2006), Australian Economic Review, 39(2): 176-184 (working paper version: ANU 

CEPR DP 505; NBER WP 11925) 

72. ‘Political Economy of Tax Reform in Australia’ (2006) Public Policy, 1(1): 52-60 

73. ‘Economic Voting and Electoral Behavior: How do Individual, Local and National Factors 

Affect the Partisan Choice?’ (2005) Economics and Politics 17(2): 265-296 (working paper 

version: ANU CEPR DP 489) 

74. ‘Three Tools for Forecasting Federal Elections: Lessons from 2001’ (with Justin Wolfers) (2002) 

Australian Journal of Political Science 37(2): 223-40 (also Stanford GSB Research Paper 1723) 

 

Economics Research – Unpublished 

Inequality and Low-Wage Employment 

 ‘Permanent Income Inequality: Australia, Britain, Germany, and the United States Compared’, 

ANU CEPR DP 628, 2009 

 ‘The Distribution of Top Incomes in Five Anglo-Saxon Countries over the Twentieth Century’ 

(with A.B. Atkinson), IZA DP 4937, 2010 

 ‘What Affects Inequality? Evidence from Time Series Data’, Jul 2003 

 

Economics of Education 

 ‘The Impact of the Tax-Transfer System on Education and Skills in Australia’, Report prepared 

for the Treasury’s Australia’s Future Tax System Review, 2009 

 ‘Do Private Schools Make Children Less Tolerant?’, 2005 

 

Population Economics 

 ‘Are Weekend Births More Dangerous?’ (with Joshua Gans), 2008 

 ‘What Explains the Fall in Weekend Births?’ (with Joshua Gans), 2008 

 ‘Does the Lunar Cycle Affect Birth and Deaths?’ (with Joshua Gans), 2006, ANU CEPR DP 532 

 

Economics and Politics 

 ‘Estimating Incumbency Advantage: Evidence from Multiple Natural Experiments’ (with 

Yusaku Horiuchi), 2009 

 ‘What Do Financial Markets Think of War in Iraq?’ (with Justin Wolfers and Eric Zitzewitz), 

NBER Working Paper 9587, 2003 

 

Popular Economics Writing 

 ‘Evidence-Based Policy: Summon the Randomistas?’ (2010) in  Strengthening Evidence-based 

Policy in the Australian Federation, Roundtable Proceedings, Vol 1, Productivity Commission, 

Canberra, 215-226 

 Response to Noel Pearson, ‘Radical Hope’ (2009), Quarterly Essay 36: 127-130 

 ‘True Blue View from the Red Centre’ (with Joshua Gans) (2009), The Walkley Magazine, 58: 

50 

 ‘Socio-Economic Correlates of Body Size Among Australian Adults’ (with Michael Kortt) 

(2009) in Roger Wilkins, Diana Warren and Markus Hahn (eds), Families, Incomes and Jobs, 

Volume 4: A Statistical Report 

on Waves 1 to 6 of the HILDA Survey, Melbourne, Melbourne Institute, 180-187 

 ‘What Evidence Should Social Policymakers Use?’ (2009) Economic Roundup, 2009(1): 27-43 

 ‘How Much of the Variation in Literacy and Numeracy Can be Explained by School 

Performance?’ (with Hector Thompson) (2008) Economic Roundup, 2008(3): 63-78 
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 ‘How Can We Improve Teacher Quality?’ (2007) Melbourne Review, 3(2): 31-37 

 ‘Minimum Wages and Inequality’ (2007) Insights: Melbourne Economics and Commerce, 1: 25-

27 

 ‘Prediction Markets for Business and Public Policy’ (with Justin Wolfers) (2007) Melbourne 

Review, 3(1): 7-15 

 ‘Unusual Days in Births and Deaths’ (with Joshua Gans) (2007) Melbourne Review, 3(1): 72-79 

 ‘Diversity, Trust and Redistribution’ (2006) Dialogue, 25(3): 43-49 

 ‘Teacher Quality’ (with Chris Ryan) (2006) Teacher Magazine, 176: 14-19 

 ‘Growth Matters’ (2006) Aurora Magazine, Issue 3, 9-11 

 ‘Three Ideas on Tax Reform’ (2006) Progressive Essays  

 ‘Making the Grade’ (2006) Griffith Review 11: 122-127 

 ‘The Progressive Case for Reforming Australia’s Schools’ (2005) Progressive Essays  

 Lifting Teacher Performance (with Sara Mead) (2005) Policy Report, Progressive Policy 

Institute, Washington DC 

 ‘Wage Distortion’ (with Caroline Hoxby) (2005) Education Next, Spring, 50-56 (to be reprinted 

in Paul E. Peterson, ed, 2005, Using Competition to Improve America's Schools: Promises and 

Pitfalls, Rowman & Littlefield, Lanham, MD) 

 ‘Race, Redistribution and Welfare’ (2004) AQ: Journal of Contemporary Analysis 76(6):35-38 

 ‘For richer, or… for richer: The changing fortunes of top income earners in Australia over the 

twentieth century’, ANU Reporter, Spring 2004, 28  

 ‘Economics, Experiments and Psychology’ (with Justin Wolfers) (2003) Quadrant 47(1): 46-47  

 ‘The Best and Worst of the United States’ (with Justin Wolfers) (2003) AQ: Journal of 

Contemporary Analysis 75(5): 25-31 

 ‘Fair Play from Foul’ (2002) AQ: Journal of Contemporary Analysis 74(3): 33-36 

 ‘Globalisation and Deglobalisation’ (2001) AQ: Journal of Contemporary Analysis 73(1): 6-8 

 ‘Moving to Opportunity’ (with Justin Wolfers) (2001) AQ: Journal of Contemporary Analysis 

73(5): 31-32 

 ‘Tackling Social Exclusion’ in Glenn Patmore and Dennis Glover (eds) (2001) Labor Essays: 

New Voices for Social Democracy, Pluto Press, Sydney, 128-145 

 

Non-Economics  

Political Science  

 ‘Power Readers’ (with Macgregor Duncan) (2010) Australian Literary Review, 5(2): 14-16 (3 

March 2010) 

 ‘Explaining Distrust: Popular Attitudes Towards Politicians in Australia and the United States’ in 

David Burchell and Andrew Leigh (eds) (2002) The Prince’s New Clothes: Why Do Australians 

Dislike Their Politicians? University of New South Wales Press, Sydney, 47-61 

 ‘Trade Liberalisation and the Australian Labor Party’ (2002) Australian Journal of Politics and 

History, 48(4): 487-508 

 ‘Leadership and Aboriginal Reconciliation’ (2002) Australian Journal of Social Issues 37(2): 

131-52 

 ‘Factions and Fractions: A Case Study of Power Politics in the Australian Labor Party’ (2000) 

Australian Journal of Political Science 35(3): 427-448 

 

Law 

 ‘Mandatory High Court Retirement System works in Australia’ (2006) National Law Journal, 6 

February 
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 Entries on ‘Associates’ and ‘Judicial Tenure’ in Tony Blackshield, Michael Coper and George 

Williams (eds) (2001) The Oxford Companion to the High Court of Australia, Oxford University 

Press, Sydney, 34-35, 664-65 

 ‘Behind the Bench: Associates in the High Court of Australia’ (2000) Alternative Law Journal 

25(6): 295-298 

 ‘Abortion and Crime’ (with Justin Wolfers) (2000) AQ: Journal of Contemporary Analysis 72(4): 

28-30  

 ‘The Successful Attorney-General – An Oxymoron?’ (1999) Australian Law Journal 73(2): 91 

 ‘‘Caveat Investor’: The Ethical Investment of Superannuation in Australia’ (1997) Australian 

Business Law Review 25(5): 341-350 

 ‘Youth and Street Racing’ (1996) Current Issues in Criminal Justice 7(3): 388-393 

 ‘Patent Literalism or Inventive Reasoning? A Casenote on Philips v Mirabella’ (1996) Australian 

Intellectual Property Law Bulletin 9: 121 

 

Social Capital 

 Entry on ‘Trends in Social Capital’ in Karen Christensen and David Levinson (general eds) 

(2003) Encyclopedia of Community: From the Village to the Virtual World. Thousand Oaks, CA: 

Sage, 1273-1277  

 ‘Reviving Community: What Policymakers can do to Build Social Capital in Britain and 

America’ (with Robert D. Putnam) (2002) Renewal 10(2): 15-20  

 

Technology Policy 

 Breaking Down Bureaucratic Barriers: The Next Phase of Digital Government (with Robert 

Atkinson), Progressive Policy Institute, Washington DC, November 2001 

 Clear Thinking on the Digital Divide (with Robert Atkinson), Progressive Policy Institute, 

Washington DC, June 2001 

 ‘Customer Oriented E-Government: Can We Ever Get There?’ (with Robert Atkinson) (2003) 

Journal of Political Marketing 2(3/4): 159-181 (reprinted in Gregory Curtin, Michael Sommer, 

and Veronika Vis-Sommer (eds), 2003, The World of E-Government, Haworth University Press, 

New York, NY; and in Projects and Profits 3(10):18-30, 2003) 

 

Other Articles 

 ‘Changing the Channel in Asia’ (with Macgregor Duncan and David Madden), The Diplomat, 

Oct/Nov 2005, 4(4): 34-36 

 ‘Leadership and Political Structures’ (with Glenn Withers), Task Force Report, World Economic 

Forum Futures Summit, Melbourne, May 2005, Crawford School of Economics and Government 

DP 05-8 

 ‘Reinvigorating the Australian Project’ (2005) Australian Journal of Public Administration, 

64(1): 3-7 

 ‘Imagining Australia: Ideas for Our Future’ (with Macgregor Duncan, David Madden and Peter 

Tynan), Australian Chief Executive, December 2004, 30-31 

 ‘Imagining an International Australia’ (with Macgregor Duncan, David Madden and Peter 

Tynan), Griffith Review, Summer 2004-05, 68-73 

 ‘The Rise and Fall of the Third Way’ (2003) AQ: Journal of Contemporary Analysis 75(2): 10-

15 

 ‘Thinking Ahead: Strategic Foresight and Government’ (2003) Australian Journal of Public 

Administration 62(2): 3-10 
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 ‘Australian Politics 1983-2003’ (2003) Let’s Go Australia 2004, St Martin’s Press, New York, 

100 

 ‘Learning to Trust Ourselves First’ (1999) AQ: Journal of Contemporary Analysis 71(5): 30-31 

 

Books 

 Disconnected (2010), University of New South Wales Press 

 Imagining Australia: Ideas for Our Future (with Macgregor Duncan, David Madden and Peter 

Tynan) (2004) Allen and Unwin. 

 The Prince’s New Clothes: Why Do Australians Dislike Their Politicians? (co-editor with David 

Burchell) (2002) University of New South Wales Press 

 

Book Reviews 

 Review of ‘Economic modelling of improved funding and reform arrangements for universities - 

Report by KPMG for Universities Australia’, ideaCHECK, April 2009 

 Review of Nan Lin and Bonnie Erickson (eds), ‘Social Capital: An International Research 

Program’ (2009) Economic Record, 85(268): 109-110 

 Review of Barack Obama, ‘The Audacity of Hope: Thoughts on Reclaiming the American 

Dream’, Sydney Morning Herald, 14 January 2007, S32-33 

 Review of John Braithwaite, ‘Markets in Vice, Markets in Virtue’ (2006) Australian Journal of 

Political Science, 41(4): 649-650 

 Review of Thomas Barlow, ‘The Australian Miracle: An Innovative Nation Revisited’, Sydney 

Morning Herald, 13 May 2006 

 Review of John Formby, John Bishop and Hoseong Kim, ‘Minimum Wages and Poverty: An 

Evaluation of Policy Alternatives’ (2006) Economic Record 82(256): 97-98 

 Review of William Rubinstein, ‘The All-Time Australian 200 Rich List’ and Graeme Hunt, ‘The 

Rich List: Wealth and Enterprise in New Zealand 1820-2003’ (2005) Economic Record 81(253): 

185-187 

 ‘Continental Drift’ (review essay discussing Alberto Alesina and Edward Glaeser, ‘Fighting 

Poverty in the US and Europe: A World of Difference’), Australian Financial Review, 3 

December 2004, Review 11 

 Review of Julian Le Grand, ‘Motivation, Agency and Public Policy: Of Knights and Knaves, 

Pawns and Queens’ (2004), Policy, 20(2): 56-58 

 Review of Douglas Irwin, ‘Free Trade Under Fire’ and Jagdish Bhagwati, ‘Free Trade Today’ 

(2003) Economic Record 79(244): 151-52 

 Review of Ronald Heifetz and Marty Linsky, ‘Leadership on the Line: Staying Alive through the 

Dangers of Leading’ (2003) Leadership Quarterly 14(3): 347-349 

 Review of Don Watson, ‘Recollections of a Bleeding Heart: A Portrait of Paul Keating PM’ 

(2002) Australian Journal of Political Science 37(3): 577-578 

 Review of Francis Fukuyama, ‘The Great Disruption: Human Nature and the Reconstitution of 

Social Order’ (2000) Australian Journal of Political Science 35(2): 366 

 ‘Working Class Man’ (review of Michael Thompson’s Labor Without Class) (1999) AQ: Journal 

of Contemporary Analysis 71(6): 34-35  

 Review of Thomas Friedman, ‘The Lexus and the Olive Tree’ (1999) Sydney Law Review 21(4): 

708 

 Review of Anthony Giddens, ‘The Third Way: The Renewal of Social Democracy’ (1999) 

Australian Journal of Political Science 34(2): 295 

 Review of Peter Drysdale and David Vines (eds), ‘Europe, East Asia and APEC’ (1999) 

Australian Journal of International Affairs 53(2): 214 
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Op-Eds (prior to Aug 2010) 

 ‘Good Schools, Less Crime’, Australian Financial Review, 20 July 2010 

 ‘Reasons to be Irrational’, Australian Financial Review, 6 July 2010 

 ‘At the Heart of Footy Fever’, Australian Financial Review, 22 June 2010 

 ‘Republicans Down Under’, Australian Financial Review, 8 June 2010 

 ‘Beware the Zac’s Siren Call’, Australian Financial Review, 25 May 2010 

 ‘The Budget in Perspective’, Australian Financial Review, 11 May 2010 

 ‘Teaching Becomes a Class Act’, Australian Financial Review, 27 April 2010 

 ‘The Economics of Sleep’, Australian Financial Review, 13 April 2010 

 ‘High Taxes Not Without Sin’, Australian Financial Review, 30 March 2010 

 ‘Abbott Tax Hits Workers’, Australian Financial Review, 16 March 2010 

 ‘Equality is a Just Cause’, Australian Financial Review, 2 March 2010 

 ‘Girls Need to be Pushed’, Australian Financial Review, 16 February 2010 

 ‘Breaking Up is Easy to Do’, Australian Financial Review, 2 February 2010 

 ‘What Makes Martyrs Tick’, Australian Financial Review, 19 January 2010 

 ‘Have a Go, It Can Bear Fruit’, Australian Financial Review, 5 January 2010 

 ‘Yes, You Can Buy Happiness’, Australian Financial Review, 15 December 2009 

 ‘Mixed Results for School Tests’, Australian Financial Review, 1 December 2009 

 ‘Prison Reform Hard Labour’, Australian Financial Review, 17 November 2009 

 ‘Give Reform a Bit of a Nudge’, Australian Financial Review, 3 November 2009 

 ‘A Lesson in Education's Value’, Australian Financial Review, 20 October 2009 

 ‘You’re Only as Old as they Feel’, Australian Financial Review, 6 October 2009 

 ‘Yours to (Hopefully) Spend’, Australian Financial Review, 22 September 2009 

 ‘Economics Rules the Street’, Australian Financial Review, 8 September 2009 

 ‘Leadership is Overrated’, Australian Financial Review, 25 August 2009 

 ‘Cultures of Corruption’, Australian Financial Review, 11 August 2009 

 ‘The Economics of Obesity’, Australian Financial Review, 28 July 2009 

 ‘In a Class of Their Own’, Australian Financial Review, 14 July 2009 

 ‘Age No Bar to Brilliance’, Australian Financial Review, 30 June 2009 

 ‘Chasing Value for Money’, Australian Financial Review, 16 June 2009 

 ‘Debt no problem, for now’ (with 20 other economists), Australian Financial Review, 3 June 

2009 

 ‘Culture Key to Share Plans’, Australian Financial Review, 2 June 2009 

 ‘Predictions on the Money’, Australian Financial Review, 19 May 2009 

 ‘A Home on the Scrapheap’, Australian Financial Review, 5 May 2009 

 ‘Make Taxpayers Literate’, Australian Financial Review, 21 April 2009 

 ‘A Downturn’s Silver Lining’, Australian Financial Review, 7 April 2009 

 ‘Execution Beats Teamwork’, Australian Financial Review, 24 March 2009 

 ‘Lucky miners can dig deep’, Australian Financial Review, 24 June 2008 

 ‘Keeping an Eye on the Ball’, Australian Financial Review, 17 June 2008, 70 

 ‘Class in the Classroom’, Australian Financial Review, 3 June 2008 

 ‘Sorting Good Aid From Bad’, Australian Financial Review, 20 May 2008 

 ‘Putting a HECS on Life’, Australian Financial Review, 6 May 2008 

 ‘Some Nuggets in the Dross’, Australian Financial Review, 22 April 2008, 62 

 ‘A Good Test of Public Policy’, Australian Financial Review, 8 April 2008 

 ‘Getting School Funding Right’, Australian Financial Review, 25 March 2008, 70 
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 ‘Shedding a Healing Light’, Australian Financial Review, 11 March 2008  

 ‘Give peaceful a chance’, Australian Financial Review, 26 February 2008 

 ‘Moving away from trouble’, Australian Financial Review, 12 February 2008 

 ‘Shares still beat roulette’, Australian Financial Review, 24 January 2008 

 ‘What turns the aid tap on’, Australian Financial Review, 10 January 2008  

 ‘Schools need a report card too’, Australian Financial Review, 20 December 2007, 47 

 ‘Your Sex Can Drive the Way You Vote’, Australian Financial Review, 21 November 2007, 67 

 ‘Help the Poor, and Cut Taxes’, Australian Financial Review, 1 November 2007, 66  

 ‘First, Find Out What Works’, Australian Financial Review, 4 October 2007, 62 

 ‘Forget the Polls, Ask the Hard Questions’, Australian Financial Review, 13 September 2007, 71 

 ‘Interest Scares Shouldn’t Rate’, Australian Financial Review, 9 August 2007, 71 

 ‘Intervention: Better Earlier’, Australian Financial Review, 12 July 2007, 62 

 ‘Who Wags the Watchdog?’, The Walkley Magazine, No 45, 10 

 ‘Pay a Fee or Pay the Toll’, Australian Financial Review, 14 June 2007, 62 

 ‘Wisdom of the Masses’ (with Justin Wolfers), Australian Financial Review, 8 June 2007, 

Review section, 3 

 ‘Economics of Media Bias’, Australian Financial Review, 17 May 2007, 62 

 ‘Little House on the Contrary: A Stock Picking Tool’, Australian Financial Review, 20 April 

2007, 91 

 ‘Breaking the Pay Deadlock’, Australian Financial Review, 8 March 2007, 62 

 ‘The Downside of Difference’, The Australian, 31 January 2007, 24 

 ‘Led by Donkeys’ (with Amy King), New Matilda, 4 October 2006 

 ‘A failure to make the grade’ (with Chris Ryan), The Australian, 28 August 2006, 8 

 ‘There goes the neighbourhood’ (with Ian Davidoff), The Australian, 24 August 2006, 10 

 ‘Lies and Statistics’ (on public holidays), Australian Financial Review, 8 July 2006 

 ‘Being dead on time can save taxes’, The Age, 27 June 2006 

 ‘Don’t miss out on the world library’, The Australian, 21 June 2006  

 ‘Birthing pain makes health system suffer’ (with Joshua Gans), The Australian, 20 June 2006 

 ‘Lies and Statistics’ (on divorce), Australian Financial Review, 3 June 2006 

 ‘Scrap home grant, baby bonus and negative gearing’ (with Macgregor Duncan and David 

Madden), The Age, 1 June 2006 

 ‘Lies and Statistics’ (on top incomes), Australian Financial Review, 6 May 2006, 63 

 ‘Paying indigenous teens to stay at school could break poverty cycle’, Sydney Morning Herald, 7 

April 2006 

 ‘Only rich people want to lower the top tax rate’, The Age, 3 March 2006, 17 

 ‘Experiment now and save society a lot of trouble down the line’, Sydney Morning Herald, 15 

February 2006, 17 

 ‘Internationalist rewrote Labor policy on unfettered trade’, The Australian, 5 December 2005, 9 

 ‘Lies and Statistics’ (on how unionists vote), Australian Financial Review, 3 December 2005, 63 

 ‘Simple tax means many happy returns’, Canberra Times, 31 October 2005, 11 

 ‘It’s time to run the rule over federal advertising’, Canberra Times, 27 October 2005, 17 

 ‘Lies and Statistics’ (on child safety seats), Australian Financial Review, 22 October 2005, 63 

 ‘Memo to Kim: Oppositions Need to Provide Propositions’, Canberra Times, 12 October 2005, 

17 

 ‘Wise Hedgehogs and Clever Foxes’ (with Macgregor Duncan and David Madden), Canberra 

Times, 16 September 2005, 11 

 ‘Time to look beyond the unemployment statistics’, Canberra Times, 9 September 2005, 15 
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 ‘Early school leavers still have a lot to learn’, Sydney Morning Herald, 22 August 2005 

 ‘Lies and Statistics’ (with Justin Wolfers, on happiness research), Australian Financial Review, 

13 August 2005, 63 

 ‘Lies and Statistics’ (on trust and diversity), Australian Financial Review, 23 July 2005, 63 

 ‘A pat on the back is better than a kick in the behind’, Sydney Morning Herald, 11 July 2005 

 ‘Unemployed finally get chance to work’ (with Justin Wolfers), Sydney Morning Herald, 16 June 

2005, 15 

 ‘Beware the Calends of July: The New Dynamics in Howard’s Senate’ (with Macgregor Duncan 

and David Madden), Canberra Times, Public Sector Informant, 7 June 2005, 16-17 

 ‘Lies and Statistics’ (on the distribution of proposed tax cuts), Australian Financial Review, 28 

May 2005, 63 

 ‘Policymakers must do their homework’, Sydney Morning Herald, 16 May 2005, 15 

 ‘Opening the Way for Improved Democracy’ (with Macgregor Duncan, David Madden and Peter 

Tynan), Canberra Times, 29 April 2005 

 ‘Youths’ image in Anzac lore’ (with Macgregor Duncan, David Madden and Peter Tynan), The 

Australian, 25 April 2005 

 ‘A simple solution to those annoying water restrictions’, Sydney Morning Herald, 23 March 2005 

 ‘Program paved the road to re-election’, Australian Financial Review, 10 March 2005, 71 

 ‘The Decline of an Institution’ Australian Financial Review, 7 March 2005, 21, Economics 

Briefing series (explaining falling union membership) 

 ‘P-plater training is useless’, The Australian, 15 December 2004  

 ‘So, you’d like to write for the opinion page?’ Australian Policy Online, 12 December 2004 

 ‘Time to reclaim this legend as our driving force’ (with Macgregor Duncan, David Madden and 

Peter Tynan), Sydney Morning Herald, 29 November 2004, 15 

 ‘How to iron out volatility’ (with Macgregor Duncan, David Madden and Peter Tynan), 

Australian Financial Review, 16 November 2004, 70 

 ‘Betting experts know a slow horse’, Sydney Morning Herald, 11 October 2004 

 ‘Pollsters at odds with simple probabilities’ (with Justin Wolfers), Australian Financial Review, 

7 October 2004, 71 

 ‘Blind trusts for political gifts are a surer bet than trusting blindly’, Sydney Morning Herald, 7 

October 2004, 21  

 ‘Where have all the optimists gone?’ New Matilda, No 6, 29 September 2004 

 ‘Matched on mojo, powers to persuade’ (Blueprint series), Sydney Morning Herald, 16 

September 2004, 10  

 ‘Politicians have us thinking ‘used car salesman’ again’, Sydney Morning Herald, 16 September 

2004, 10 

 ‘Time to rediscover the liberal arts’ (with Macgregor Duncan, David Madden and Peter Tynan), 

Australian Financial Review, 2 September 2004 

 ‘Bookies are a better bet than pollsters’, Sydney Morning Herald, 1 September 2004 

 ‘Our Games heroes owe something’ (with Bruce Chapman), The Age, 30 August 2004 

 ‘Advantages of four-year terms are obvious’ (with Macgregor Duncan, David Madden and Peter 

Tynan), Canberra Times, 16 August 2004  

 ‘Nelson takes a leaf out of Bush reform plan’, The Australian, 28 June 2004 

 ‘More police mean fewer mean streets’, The Australian, 11 May 2004, 13. Reprinted in Justin 

Healey (ed), Crime and Safety, Issues in Society Series Vol 212, Spinney Press, Thirroul NSW, 

2004 

 ‘Add a year abroad, for a richer education’, Sydney Morning Herald, 11 May 2004 
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 ‘Assistance to industry needs new strategies’ (with Richard Holden), Australian Financial 

Review, 3 March 2004, 55 

 ‘Count the cost of higher minimum wage’, Australian Financial Review, 14 January 2004, 47  

 ‘Lies and Statistics’ (on election betting, with Justin Wolfers), Australian Financial Review, 20 

December 2003, 71 

 ‘Nelson Effort Needs More Creative Grip’, Canberra Times, 26 November 2003. 

 ‘Costello’s Call on Social Capital’, Canberra Times, 24 July 2003  

 ‘Safer for Owners, Not for Others’, Canberra Times, 4 July 2003. Also published as ‘Beware the 

Arms Race on Our Roads’, The Age, 9 July 2003 

 ‘Slim Hopes for a Culture That Lacks Self-Control’, Sydney Morning Herald, 15 May 2003  

 ‘Health’s Price Must be Right’ (with Richard Holden), Sydney Morning Herald, 14 April 2003 

 ‘Policy Improves by Putting Rhetoric on Trial’ (with Justin Wolfers), Sydney Morning Herald, 5 

March 2003 

 ‘Bushfire Toll Shows Need for Compulsory Home Cover’ (with Richard Holden), Sydney 

Morning Herald, 4 February 2003  

 ‘US Model for Policy Academy’ (with Allan Fels), The Australian, 15 January 2003 

 ‘Oil Prices May Make US Voters Swing’ (with Justin Wolfers), Canberra Times, 5 November 

2002  

 ‘To Banish Hatred, we Must Understand It’ (with Justin Wolfers), Australian Financial Review, 

1 November 2002  

 ‘Coverage of Bali Tragedy Shows How Australia Misses the Bus in America’ (with Justin 

Wolfers), Sydney Morning Herald, 1 November 2002  

 ‘Train the Politicians First’ (with Justin Wolfers), Canberra Times, 10 September 2002 

 ‘Baseball Could Learn a Few Things from Australia’ (with Justin Wolfers), The New York Times, 

1 September 2002 

 ‘Numbers Crunch Salary Cap’s Logic’ (with Justin Wolfers), Sydney Morning Herald, 26 August 

2002 

 ‘Hardly Family Friendly’ (with Justin Wolfers), The West Australian, 20 June 2002 

 ‘Smaller Classes Become Big Issue’ (with Justin Wolfers), The Australian, 1 June 2002  

 ‘Bowling Along’, Australian Policy Online, 29 May 2002 

 ‘If That City’s Where the Boys Are, Then it Has to be Fabulous’ (with Justin Wolfers), Sydney 

Morning Herald, 13 May 2002  

 ‘A Crisis of Trust That Bodes Ill for Society’, Canberra Times, 12 March 2002 

 ‘Political Vision Required to Spur a New Kind of Public Spirit’, Sydney Morning Herald, 15 

February 2002 

 ‘Winner Takes All’ (with Justin Wolfers), Sydney Morning Herald, 29 September 2001 

 ‘Social Policy Requires a Fresh Focus’, Canberra Times, 3 July 2001 

 ‘Take the Money and Run… or Wrestle’ (with Justin Wolfers), Sydney Morning Herald, 15 May 

2001  

 ‘A Jobs Miracle That has Baffled the Experts’ (with Justin Wolfers), Canberra Times, 5 March 

2001  

 ‘Howard Dumbs Down Policy Debate’ (with Justin Wolfers), Australian Financial Review, 6 

July 2000 

 ‘Unfair Admissions Index?’ (with Justin Wolfers), Sydney Morning Herald, 13 December 1999 

 ‘Abortion’s Secret Legacy’ (with Justin Wolfers), The Age, 27 November 1999  
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Teaching 

 Economics for Government, Crawford School of Economics and Government, Australian 

National University, 2006 (Overall Rating: 6.0/7), 2007 (Overall Rating: 5.5/7) and 2008 

(Overall Rating: 5.6/7). 

 Economics and Public Policy, Melbourne Business School, University of Melbourne, 2006 

(Overall Rating: 4.3/5) 

 Policy Economics, Crawford School of Economics and Government, Australian National 

University, 2005 (Overall Rating: 5.9/7) 

 Short course on Using Research Evidence, Four-part lecture series for the Australian Treasury 

(2008) 

 Short course on Basic Principles of Market and Policy Economics, Intensive Workshop, 

Department of Family and Community Services, 2005 

 

PhD Supervision 

 Committee member for Cathy Gong (completed 2008, first position at NATSEM, University of 

Canberra), Shane Worner (completed 2008, first position at the Australian Securities and 

Investments Commission), Alberto Posso (completed 2009, first position at RMIT University), 

Michelle Tan (completed 2009, first position at the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet), 

Paul Burke (completed 2010, first position at ANU), Declan Trott. 

 Main supervisor for Dinuk Jayasuriya (completed 2010, first position at the World Bank), Daniel 

Suryadarma, Duc Dang (2009-10 only), Garth Day (2009-10 only). 

 

Visiting Appointments 

 Ford School, University of Michigan (Oct-Nov 2008) 

 Research Institute of Industrial Economics (IFN), Stockholm (May 2008) 

 Wagner School, New York University (Jul 2007) 

 Melbourne Business School (Jan-April 2006) 

 

Non-Academic Employment 

 Principal Adviser, Australian Treasury (Jul-Sep 2008, Dec 2008-Feb 2009) 

 Summer Fellow, Progressive Policy Institute, Washington DC (2001) 

 Senior Adviser to Senator Peter Cook, Deputy Leader of the Opposition in the Senate (1998-

2000) 

 Admitted as a legal practitioner in the state of New South Wales (1998) 

 Lawyer, Clifford Chance, London (1998) 

 Associate (Law Clerk) to Justice Michael Kirby, High Court of Australia (1997-98) 

 Lawyer, Minter Ellison, Sydney (part time in 1995-96, full time in 1997) 

 

Professional Involvement  

Editorial Boards: Economic Papers, European Journal of Political Economy, Fiscal Studies 

Honors and Awards: Young Economist Award, Economics Society of Australia (2011); Participant 

in Australia 2020 Summit (2008); Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia Early Career Award 

(2006); Best Discussant Award, Annual PhD Conference in Economics and Business (2006); Garran 

Oration, Institute of Public Administration Australia (2004). 

Invited Economics Presentations: Australian National University Social & Political Theory (3/09); 

University of Michigan (11/08); University of Wisconsin-Madison (11/08); University of California, 

Berkeley (11/08); Australian National University Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy Research 

(10/08); Research Institute of Industrial Economics, Sweden (5/08); NSW Economics Society (2/08); 
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Columbia University (7/07); New York University (11/08, 7/07); New York Federal Reserve (7/07); 

Melbourne Business School (6/07); University of Sydney (10/07, 9/06); University of NSW (9/06, 

10/04); University of Melbourne (4/09, 10/07, 11/06, 4/06, 11/04, 12/03); Australian National 

University Economics (3/09; 3/08, 5/07, 4/07, 10/06, 8/06, 3/06, 6/05, 3/05, 11/04); Australian 

National University Political Science (12/07, 8/07, 10/04); Australian National University Public 

Policy (8/06, 12/03); University of Wollongong (5/06); RMIT University (4/06, 11/09); La Trobe 

University (4/06); University of Queensland (2/08, 3/06); Queensland University of Technology 

(3/06); University of Canberra (11/06, 8/05); Public Policy Institute of California (6/05, 2/04); 

Adelaide University (4/05); University of South Australia (4/05); Monash University (7/08, 4/05); 

Australian Defence Force Academy (4/05); Reserve Bank of Australia (2/05, 7/03); ACT Economics 

Society (3/08, 10/04); Tufts University (2/04); Conference on Top Incomes, Nuffield College, 

Oxford (9/03); Fulbright Symposium, Brisbane (7/03); University of Technology, Sydney (7/02).  

Academic Conference Presentations: Plenary talk at the annual conference of The Australian 

Sociological Association (12/09); Keynote address to the Longitudinal Survey of Australian Children 

Conference (12/09); Symposium on Gender, Politics and Biography (11/09); Beyond the Resource 

Constraint: Alternative Ways to Improve Schooling, Research Institute of Industrial Economics 

(IFN), Vaxholm, Sweden (5/09); Economics and Democracy Conference, ANU (12/08); National 

Tax Association, Philadelphia (11/08); Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management Fall 

Conference, Los Angeles (11/08); ANU Conference on Taxation and Public Finance (6/08); 

SOFI/IFN Workshop on Income Distribution, Sweden (5/08); American Economic Association 

Annual Meetings (1/04, 1/08); NBER Economics of Education program meetings (4/06); ZEW 

Conference on Wage Growth and Mobility, Mannheim, Germany (3/06); Howard Decade 

Conference (3/06); Democratic Audit Workshop (2/06); Australian Labour Market Research 

Workshop (12/05); HILDA Survey Conference (9/05); NBER Summer Institute (7/05); IZA/SOLE 

Transatlantic Meetings, Germany (6/05); Society of Labor Economists Annual Meetings (6/05, 

4/04); Social Policy Evaluation Annual Conference (2/05); Australian Conference of Economists 

(9/04, 9/05, 9/09); Australasian Political Science Association (9/04); Labour Econometrics 

Workshop (8/04, 8/06, 4/08); Australian Social Policy Conference (7/03). 

Invited Policy Presentations or Public Lectures: Keynote address to the National General 

Assembly of Local Government (6/10); Brotherhood of St Laurence Evidence-informed Social 

Policy Symposium (11/09); Per Capita Policy Exchange Conference (10/09); U3A lecture (8/09); 

ANU/APSC Policy Breakfast (7/09); ACT Labor Party (5/09); ICAA Public Sector Forum (3/09); 

National Policy Officers’ Conference (3/09); NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics & Research 

Symposium (1/09); University of Wisconsin-Madison (11/08); Academy of the Social Sciences in 

Australia & Skills Australia Seminar (9/08); CIS Consilium (8/08); Australian Skeptics (6/08); 

Melbourne Institute Public Economics Forum (4/08); Melbourne Institute Economic and Social 

Outlook Conference (3/08, 11/09); Social Policy in the City (10/07); Cape York Institute (8/07); 

ACT ARM Annual Dinner (6/07); Government Policy and Innovation Conference (10/06); IPAA 

Western Australia (8/06); IPAA Young Professionals Network (5/06); Brotherhood of St Laurence 

(4/06); Brisbane Festival of Ideas (3/06); Schooling for the 21st Century Conference, ANZSOG 

(9/05); Social Capital and Public Spaces, Parks Forum Seminar Series (9/05); Executive Breakfast, 

IPAA Brisbane (8/05); International Conference on Engaging Communities (8/05); Designing Public 

Policies and Programs Course, ANZSOG (8/05); Sydney Leadership (6/05, 6/08); Australian Davos 

Connection Future Summit (5/05); International Networking for Educational Transformation 

Conference (4/05); Heads of Australian Country Operations Retreat (3/05); International Association 

for Public Participation Conference (3/05); Leaders Institute of South Australia (2/05); Economics of 

Education presentation, Window on Economics workshop, Melbourne (2/05); Garran Oration, 

Institute of Public Administration Australia (11/04); OzProspect Public Lecture, Melbourne (9/04). 
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Invited Government Presentations: Randomised Trials presentation, Department of the Prime 

Minister and Cabinet (6/10); Prediction markets talk, Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 

(12/09); Invited witness before the Australian Senate Economics Committee’s Inquiry into the 

Government’s economic stimulus initiatives (9/09); Randomised Trials presentation, NSW 

Education Department (5/09); Randomised Trials presentation, NSW Treasury (4/09); Indigenous 

Economic Development Branch, FaHCSIA (3/09); Earned Income Tax Credits presentation, 

Australian Treasury (12/08); Randomised Trials presentation, Australian Treasury (8/08); Research 

overview, Australian Treasury (7/08); Unemployment presentation, ACT Government (12/07); 

Randomised Trials presentation, Department of Education, Science and Training (11/07); Carers 

presentation, Department of Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs (11/07); Teacher 

Quality presentation, Australian Treasury (8/07); School Productivity presentation, Australian 

Treasury (8/07); Indigenous Education presentation, Department of Families, Community Services 

and Indigenous Affairs (11/06); Returns to Education presentation, Victorian Department of 

Education and Training (11/06); Evaluation presentation, Queensland Department of Premier and 

Cabinet (6/06, 8/06); Future Thinking presentation, State Services Authority of Victoria (2/06); 

HECS presentation, Australian Taxation Office (1/06); Teacher Quality presentation, Education 

Queensland (8/05); Randomised Trials presentation, Queensland Department of Premier and Cabinet 

(8/05); Budget Forum, Parliament House (5/05); Minimum Wage presentation, Department of 

Employment and Workplace Relations (3/05); Earned Income Tax Credits presentation, Australian 

Treasury (11/04); Social Policy presentation, Victorian Department of Premier and Cabinet (9/04). 

Discussant: Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management Fall Conference, Los Angeles 

(11/08); Labour Econometrics Workshop (8/09, 8/07, 8/06, 8/05); An International Perspective on 

Immigration and Immigration Policy Conference (11/06); Annual PhD Conference in Economics and 

Business (11/04, 11/06); Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia Workshop (3/05); Social 

Policy Evaluation Annual Conference (2/05); Poverty, Inequality, Labour Market and Welfare 

Reform in China (8/04); Society of Labor Economists Annual Meetings (4/04). 

Referee: American Economic Review, Quarterly Journal of Economics, Review of Economics and 

Statistics, American Journal of Political Science, American Political Science Review, Economic 

Journal, Journal of the European Economic Association, Journal of Labor Economics, Journal of 

Public Economics, Journal of Health Economics, Journal of Population Economics, Agenda, 

Australian Economic Review, Australian Educational Researcher, Australian Institute of 

Criminology, Australian Journal of Labour Economics, Australian Social Policy, American 

Economic Journal: Applied Economics, American Economic Journal: Economic Policy, American 

Economic Journal: Macroeconomics, Australian Journal of Political Science, Australian Journal of 

Public Administration, Australian Journal of Social Issues, Australasian Journal on Ageing, BE 

Journal of Economic Analysis and Policy, British Journal of Political Science, China Economic 

Review, Current Issues in Criminal Justice, Eastern Economic Journal, Economic and Social 

Review, Economic Inquiry, Economic Papers, Economic Record, Economics and Human Biology, 

Economics and Politics, Economics of Education Review, Education Finance and Policy, Education 

Next, Epidemiology, European Journal of Political Economy, Federation Press, Fiscal Studies, 

Health Economics, Higher Education Research and Development, Industrial and Labor Relations 

Review, International Migration Review, Journal of Banking and Finance, Journal of Economic 

Inequality, Journal of Human Capital, Journal of Human Resources, Journal of Political Philosophy, 

Journal of Socio-Economics, Labour Economics, National Tax Journal, Oxford Bulletin of 

Economics and Statistics, Oxford University Press, Political Studies, Public Administration, Public 

Policy, Routledge Press, Review of Income and Wealth, Social Science and Medicine; University of 

NSW Press, World Politics.  

Grant Refereeing: US National Science Foundation; UK Economic and Social Research Council; 

Canadian Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council; Czech Science Foundation; Australian 
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Research Council; Innovations in American Government Competition; Australian Development 

Research Awards. 

Report Refereeing: External reviewer for the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 

Organisation (CSIRO), Lowy Institute, National Centre for Vocational Education Research; the 

Australian Institute of Criminology; Per Capita, the Cape York Institute, the Centre for Independent 

Studies, and the Committee for Economic Development of Australia. 

Thesis Examination: External PhD examiner for La Trobe University, Monash University and the 

University of Queensland. Honours thesis examiner for Queensland University of Technology. 

ANU University Administration: Deputy Director Research, Research School of Economics 

(2010); University Executive Retreat (2010); Selection Committee Member for College of Business 

& Economics Chairs (2009); Selection Committee Member for College of Arts & Social Sciences 

History Position (2009); Chair of the College of Arts & Social Sciences Research Committee (2008); 

Member of the Research School of Social Sciences School Executive (2006-09); Theme Leader for 

the College of Arts & Social Sciences ‘Productive Australia in the World Economy’ theme (2006-

09); Member of the Economics PhD Coordination Committee (2006-08); Editor of the Centre for 

Economic Policy Research discussion paper series (2005-10).  

Conference Organisation: ANU Conference on ‘The Economics of Intergenerational Mobility’ (30 

November 2009, 50 attendees); ANU Conference on ‘The Economics of Happiness’ (11 November 

2009, 80 attendees); ANU Conference on ‘The Economics of Child Care’ (12 March 2009, 70 

attendees); Economics and Democracy Conference (8-10 Dec 2008, 90 attendees); ‘New Techniques 

in Development Economics’ Conference (19-20 Jun 2008, 100 attendees); Australasian Labour 

Econometrics Workshop (25-26 Apr 2008, 50 attendees); ANU Economics Showcase (28-29 Nov 

2007, 70 attendees); ANU Conference on ‘The Economics of Teacher Quality’ (5 Feb 2007, 70 

attendees); ANU Conference on ‘Inequality in Australia’ (2 Nov 2006, 50 attendees); ANU 

Symposium on ‘Social Capital in Australia’ (29 Aug 2005, 90 attendees). 

Publications: Over 50 peer-reviewed journal articles (including in the American Economic Review, 

Economic Journal, Journal of Public Economics, and Journal of Health Economics), over 20 other 

articles and book reviews; 1 co-authored book; 1 co-edited book; 6 book chapters; 3 policy reports; 3 

encyclopedia entries, over 100 opinion pieces.  

Media: Research has been regularly featured on radio and TV, and in the Age, Australian, Australian 

Financial Review, Christian Science Monitor, Daily Telegraph, Economist, Financial Times, Marie 

Claire, New York Times, Sydney Morning Herald, Time, Wall Street Journal and Washington Post. 

Consulting: Completed a variety of consulting projects for state and federal governments and the 

private sector; including on education, taxation, labour markets, program evaluation, and think-tank 

development. Clients have included the Australian Treasury, the Australian Department of 

Education, Science and Training, the Australian Fair Pay Commission, the Victorian Department of 

Education, the ACT Chief Minister’s Department, and the Queensland Department of Premier and 

Cabinet.  

Public Engagement: Fortnightly columnist for the Australian Financial Review; economics blog at 

andrewleigh.com (2004-10). Fortnightly radio segment on ‘Wry-Side Economics’ for ABC Radio 

National’s Life Matters program (2009-10).  

 

Grants 

 $80,850 from the Australian Research Council for research on ‘Estimating the Impact of Fiscal 

Stimulus on Household Expenditure’ (2010-11) (Linkage grant with the Australian Treasury). 

The ARC declined a request to transfer this grant to other researchers, so it was not taken up. 

 $295,000 from the Australian Research Council for research on ‘Economic Inequality: Trends, 

Causes and Consequences’ (2009-11). The ARC declined a request to transfer this grant to other 

researchers, so it ceased in July 2010. 

http://andrewleigh.com/
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 $250,000 from AusAID for research on financial literacy (2008-10) (with Dean Karlan and 

Chona Echavez) 

 $172,000 from the Australian Research Council for research on ‘The Impact of Crime on Mental 

Wellbeing’ (2007-08) (Linkage International grant with Francesca Cornaglia and Christian 

Dustmann, who were also awarded £100,000 from the UK Economic and Social Research 

Council) 

 $210,000 from the Australian Research Council for research on ‘Understanding and Improving 

Teacher Quality’ (2006-08) 

 $60,000 from AusAID for a conference on ‘New Techniques in Development Economics’ (2008) 

 $6000 from the ANU College of Business & Economics for a conference on ‘The Economics of 

Child Care’ (2008) 

 $7000 from the ANU College of Business & Economics for a conference on ‘The Economics of 

Teacher Quality’ (2006) 

 $5000 from the ANU College of Business & Economics for the 11
th

 Labour Econometrics 

Workshop (2008) 

 $2000 from the National Institute of Economics and Business for a symposium on Social Capital 

(2005) 

 


