Tf that . “'tys where the boys are, then i it has tobe fabulous

The size of the gay population is the best measure of a great place
to live, write Andrew Leigh and Justin Wolfers.

HATse{sa;;auﬁ)e woﬂd‘s great

_Be"m Rig; and San
cosmopolitan, vibzamt and exciting, wha[
is it that roakes them sp:special? Closer.to
home, how tan we compare Sydney’s
bnlhant beauty with the cafes of Mel-
bourne, the beaches af anbane, and the
laldback lifestyle of Pexth?
Astandard responseisthat you getwhat
you pay for. By this reasoning, the easiest

way to judge city quality is todook athous-

ing prices. But ecunmms!s have long ab

)ected Lha.t prices reﬁect notonly whether
ty i also:

ha:nSyzin:yu kami - phices: fcﬂw

David Williamsan once called her “sub-

uopical abundance”, while Canberra’s

property market xsdmenby proxiniity 1o .

government jobs.

Another atterpt to compare city quatity
came “earliey this year in a survey by
Willam M: Mercer, a consulting Furo.
Mercer ranked the wodd'scitiesaccording
10 39 factors, including political stabifity,

[ air pollunon. wraffic congemm), heakth

care and restaurants. However, how you
weighthese factors almost cestainly deter-
mines which city comes out on tp.

‘How else to measure city quality? Writ-
ing in the latest issue of the Journal of
Yrban Economics, four bright sparks in the

They
wantmknnwwhmhu:yhasmebest
amenities, just look at the gay population.

lmd size marters.The argument is -

simple. Gay men do not have children, and
henee they have more money to spend on
the finer things in Yife, including living in
thchqwesﬂocauons Assuch, theytend to
congregate in cities where the living is
good. So-we should expect gay cities to be
fabulous cities. The four economisis’ care-

Gary Gates, Seth Saunders; -
2yl Jieve - xhey ‘have: -
gre that if you -

ful z2nalysis of eoses data finds strong
support fios theis dheory within the United

‘States. where San- Francisco and
"Washington: Bave the highest proportion

of gay residenry. Smeresiingly, city quality

gayr W&Wmhﬂdm [m
most of the wodds great cities.
numhersamhﬂm come by, but it has
beenéaxm&‘s!ezsgdneﬁsmegaymmy
in the world. This may itself forther im-
prove the &y - a0t only do we enjoy the

nexifying, avess of Paddington, Surry

ge
Hills and’ Newerswen, but the anmual Syd-
ney Gay aﬂmlﬂmh Grasi lsaspec-

is a move powerfel predicior of where gay -
ing- degrees of

. tacle all of s own. Moteover, those

families that have chiffeen benefit from a
group who pay their tazes, but do not,
further crowd theiz schools. -

.Of course, the gay index oaly reflects |
amenities that aduftsvafee - 4ip locations, |
nice wemher, mummm&w ;

urﬁs affadle ne:g?%uﬁm& “‘and other”
“Eamtly(mndi}"feﬂm&mﬂ\esexu :

-~ . ality-and the city test, Sydney 5 queen.
How does. Sydeey measure up? Firm

So next time yott see women-holding
hands, give them asmile, for they are our
proof that Sydmgsm&d Australia’s
most livable city. _
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