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Teaching Commission Praises New Report on Teacher 
Quality

April 19, 2005

NEW YORK, NY – The Teaching Commission, the bipartisan 
organization dedicated to modernizing and upgrading the teaching 
profession in America, today urged policymakers to read “Lifting 
Teacher Performance”, the report issued today by the Progressive 
Policy Institute.

The report by the Washington, DC-based think tank—the sister 
organization of the Democratic Leadership Council—states bluntly 
that “status quo methods of improving teacher quality simply do 
not work.” It goes on to recommend bold new approaches—
including well-designed performance pay for teachers, incentives 
for serving in hard-to-staff schools, and streamlining certification 
requirements to broaden the teaching corps’ talent pool.

“Left, right and center, people who understand the research are 
backing innovative new ways to recruit, retain and reward 
excellent teaching,” said Gaynor McCown, executive director of the 
Teaching Commission. “They understand that business as usual 
will do terrible damage to America’s economy and our ethic of 
equal opportunity.”

Like the Progressive Policy Institute, the Center for American 
Progress—another left-of-center think tank—has supported linking 
teacher pay more closely to performance and creating new 
incentives for teachers to serve in hard-to-staff schools. On this 
key question, that makes them allies of the Bush Administration, 
Democratic and Republican governors across America, and the 19-
member Teaching Commission.

“Everyone agrees: we need to change. Now it’s time for action,” 
said McCown.

The Teaching Commission was founded in 2003 by former IBM 
chairman and CEO Louis V. Gerstner, Jr. The Commission’s 
consensus report, “Teaching At Risk: A Call to Action,” released 
early last year, calls for districts, states, and the federal 
government to enact a comprehensive package of policy reforms. 
To learn more or read the full Commission report, visit www.
theteachingcommission.org. 
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